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Shareholders of Access Bank Plc has 
endorsed the company’s board 
changes in furtherance to the comple-
tion of the scheme of arrangement be-

tween the bank and holders of its fully paid 
ordinary shares of 50 kobo each, resulting 
in the listing of Access Holdings Plc and re-
lated companies on the Nigerian Exchange 
Limited (NGX).

The shareholder at the bank’s 33rd yearly 

general meeting held in Lagos on Monday 
also endorsed a total dividend of N35.5 bil-
lion, translating to N1 per share due to every 
investor of the bank for the 2021 financial 
year.

The new changes made by the bank in-
clude the appointment of Roosevelt Ogbon-
na as Managing Director/Chief Executive 
Officer of the bank.

The bank explained that its appointment 

underscored the effectiveness of the Group’s 
robust succession planning arrangement. 
This followed the appointment of the former 
MD of the bank, Dr. Herbert Wigwe, as the 
Group Managing Director/Chief Executive 
Officer of Access Holdings.

Also, Victor Etuokwu was appointed 
Deputy Managing Director, Retail North. Ac-
cording to the bank, he was appointed an 
Executive Director of the Bank in 2012 and 

his appointment was renewed in 2022 fol-
lowing the expiration of his second term. He 
has approximately three decades of banking 
experience cutting across operations, infor-
mation technology, business development 
and retail banking.

The bank also appointed Chizoma Okoli 
as the Deputy Managing Director, Retail 
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Tinubu ends speculation, endorses 
Sanwo-Olu for second term

Shareholders endorse Access 
new management structure, 

N35.5b dividend

The National Leader 
of the All Progressive 
Congress, Asiwaju Bola 

Tinubu, has endorsed the 
Lagos State Governor, Baba-
jide Sanwo-Olu, for his sec-
ond term re-election bid. 

Tinubu disclosed this on 
Friday during the party’s 
stakeholders’ meeting held 
in Alausa.

The presidential aspirant 
physically raised the hands 
of Sanwo-Olu and Hamzat 
in approval of their bid to 
continue in office beyond 
2023.

His endorsement of San-
wo-Olu and Hamzat has 
laid to rest the speculation 
that the APC National Lead-
er dumped Sanwo-Olu for 
a former Permanent Secre-
tary in the Lagos State Civil 
Service, Mustapha Olorun-
femi.

Tinubu said, “We have 
a brilliant governor at the 
helm of affairs, who is sup-
ported by his deputy to 
build an unbreakable team 
that has raised the bar of 
excellence in governance 
in Lagos. I specially thank 
Dr Hamzat, who has been 
a very good assistant and 
a pillar of support to the 

governor.
“Sanwo-Olu with Hamzat 

has raised an impenetrable 
team. I commend both of 
you and all members of the 
cabinet. You have all done 
wonderfully well and I must 
say that I am very proud of 
you.”

The raising of Sanwo-
Olu’s hand by Tinubu was 
preceded by a motion 
moved by the Vice Chair-
man of APC (Lagos East), 
Saidat Oladunjoye, for open 
endorsement of the gover-
nor by the party’s leader-
ship.

The motion was second-
ed by the lawmaker rep-
resenting Alimosho Con-
stituency in the House of 
Assembly, Kehinde Joseph. 
The motion attracted a re-
sounding approval from all 
stakeholders in attendance.

Tinubu added that the 
party in Lagos would not 
prevent any aspirant vy-
ing for any position from 
testing their strength at the 
primaries, noting that all 
candidates that would be 
fielded by the party across 
elective positions must go 
through a delegate electoral 
system.

South. Okoli, according to 
the bank, is a seasoned 
professional with approxi-
mately three decades of 
robust banking experience. 
She commenced her pro-
fessional career in 1992 as 
an executive trainee in the 
defunct Diamond Bank Plc 
where she distinguished 
herself and rose through the 
ranks to become an execu-
tive director in 2016.

The bank further an-
nounced the resignation of 
Adeolu Bajomo as Executive 
Director, Information Tech-
nology and Operations, with 
effect from September 30, 
2022, following his decision 
to pursue other personal in-
terests.

Commenting on the per-
formance of the bank, the 
Chairman, Access Bank, Dr. 

Ajoritsedere Awosika, said: 
“The bank has recorded 
gross earnings of N971.9 
billion for the financial year 
ended December 31, 2021, 
representing an increase 
of 27 per cent over N764.7 
billion posted in the corre-
sponding period in 2020.”

She said the bank’s profit 
before tax (PBT) for the pe-
riod rose by 40 per cent to 
N176.7 billion from N125.9 
billion in 2020. Its profit af-
ter tax (PAT) also grew by 51 
per cent to N160.2 billion 
from N106 billion recorded 
in 2020.

She stated that the assets 
base of the Group remained 
strong and resilient with to-
tal assets of N11.7 trillion as 
of December 2021, repre-
senting a growth of 35 per 
cent from N8.7 trillion in 
2020.

The Imo State Police Command has 
claimed that it has killed two suspect-
ed criminals, who allegedly cut off the 

manhood of an Assistant Superintendent 
of Police, Ukam Efut, at a checkpoint in 
Agwa, Oguta Local Government Area of 
the state, on Tuesday.

The command’s spokesman, Michael 
Abattam, said preliminary investigation 
suggested that the slain suspects and their 
fleeing accomplices were members of 
the Eastern Security Network, the mili-
tant wing of the Indigenous People of 
Biafra.

Abattam also disclosed that two lo-
cally-made double-barrelled guns with 
seven live cartridges and 10 expended 
cartridges were recovered at the scene 
of the crime.

While extending the sympathies of 

the state Commissioner of Police, Mu-
hammad Berde, to the family of the slain 
ASP, the police spokesperson advised 
members of the public to be on the look-
out for people with bullet wound injuries 
and swiftly report them to the nearest 
police station.

The statement read in part, "On May 3, 
2022, around 4.05pm, while policemen 
attached to the Agwa Divisional Head-
quarters were conducting a stop-and-
search duty, armed bandits suspected 
to be members of the proscribed Indig-
enous People of Biafra and its armed af-
filiate, Eastern Security Network, in their 
numbers emerged from the surrounding 
bushes shooting indiscriminately at the 
policemen, who swiftly took cover and 
responded, engaging them in a fierce 
gun duel, while they called for backup 

from the Divisional Police Headquarters, 
Agwa in the Oguta LGA of Imo State.

"The command's tactical teams 
stationed in the area on receipt of the 
distress call immediately rushed to the 
scene. On arrival, they positioned them-
selves strategically and professionally, 
and engaged the hoodlums in a fire fight.

"For the operatives’ superior firepow-
er and number, they were able to neu-
tralise two of the hoodlums, while others 
fled in disarray with bullet wounds into 
the bush. The police operatives tactically 
chased the hoodlums and combed the 
bush for possible recovery of their arms 
and the arrest of the fleeing suspects.  How-
ever, two locally-made double-barrelled 
guns with seven lives cartridges and 10 
expended cartridges were recovered at 
the scene.

2023: I’m awaiting divine intervention 
‘in next few days’ – Emefiele

sokoto state Governor, Rt. Hon. Aminu tambuwal (middle) led his campaign organisation to meet the National Working 
committee (NWc) of the PDP at its Wadata Plaza premises in Abuja.

tion Forms: I thank them 
most profusely.

“However, should I 
answer their calls and 
decide to seek presi-
dential nomination, I 
will use my own hard-
earned savings from 
over 35 years of bank-
ing leadership to buy my 
own Nomination Forms, 
without proxies in an 
open and transparent 
manner in full compli-
ance with the laws and 
Constitution of The Fed-
eral Republic of Nigeria.

“And should I not run 
for elected office, I will 
continue to serve and 
sacrifice for the good 
people of Nigeria under 
the able leadership of 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari.

“This is a serious deci-

sion that requires God’s 
Divine intervention: in 
the next few days. The 
Almighty will so direct.”

The APC has fixed 
next Tuesday for sub-
mission of completed 
forms and accompany-
ing documents.

The screening is slat-
ed for Saturday May 14, 
2022.

“Aspirants, who are 
showing interest in posi-
tions from House of As-
sembly to governorship, go 
and get your forms; you are 
going to contest primaries. 
There will not be any favou-
ritism in the primaries.

“We want you to con-
test and test your popular-
ity. Nobody will ask to step 
down for another aspirant. 
Let all aspirants mobilise 

their supporters; if you win, 
you win. If you lose, there 
will not be a refund of the 
nomination form," he said. 

Tinubu charged all lead-
ers holding the party struc-
ture at the local government 
level to rise above their 
challenges and work with 
the community leaders in 
their respective councils to 
mobilise for the APC victory 
at the general election. 

NEWS

after a group of his 
friends and farmers 
purchased the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
presidential nomination 
form for him.

Responding to the 
outrage against his con-
tinued stay in office af-
ter the group picked 
the form to enable him 
contest, Emefiele said 
he was yet to decide 

whether to accept the 
Expression of Interest 
and Nomination forms 
for the contest.

In a series of tweets 
on Saturday, the CBN 
boss thanked his sup-
porters for their gesture 
but noted should he 
decide to run, he would 
buy the forms from his 
lifelong savings.

Emefiele said: “I am 

humbled by the growing 
interest of those asking 
that I run for the Office 
of President in the 2023 
general elections: I have 
not come to that deci-
sion.

“I note and salute the 
sacrifices of those farm-
ers and patriots going as 
far as raising personal 
funds and offering me 
Presidential Nomina-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Police kill two suspected ESN members in Imo

Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN) 
Governor God-
win Emefiele 

has said he’s awaiting 
God’s intervention on 
his participation in the 
2023 presidency.

He said he was yet to 
decide whether to con-
test or not.

The CBN governor 
spoke barely 24 hours 
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BANKING
Access Bank, Fed Govt partner on new GEEP rollout

Why Access Bank is going 
Holdco — Wigwe

Women in Politics: Engage women from all 9,556 
wards —Awosika, Access Bank Chairman

Nigeria’s biggest 
lender in the small 
and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) space, 

Access Bank Plc is collaborat-
ing with the Ministry of Hu-
manitarian Affairs, Disaster 
Management and Social 
Development to roll out the 
Government Enterprise and 
Empowerment Programme 
GEEP 2.0 in all the 36 states 
and the Federal Capital Ter-
ritory.

Successful beneficiaries of 
GEEP 2.0 shall receive con-
gratulatory and sensitization 
text messages in the coming 
days informing them of their 
qualification and re-empha-
sis that the empowerment 
program is a loan and not a 
grant.

“All qualified beneficiaries 
will soon receive their dis-
bursement alerts after been 
fully enumerated. We wish to 
remind all qualified benefi-
ciaries that this is a loan pay-
able within 9months without 
interest.

According to Ayodele Olo-
jede, Group Head, Emerging 
Businesses, Access Bank Plc, 
“The bank remains com-
mitted to the growth and 
development of the micro, 

small and medium scale en-
terprises (MSMEs) as we un-
derstand their contribution 
to the economy in terms of 
GDP and Employment. Our 
partnership with the Federal 
government to roll out the 
Government Enterprise and 
Empowerment business 
Programme GEEP 2.0 in all 
the 36 states and the Federal 
Capital Territory is part of our 
commitment to address the 
primary factor small business 
owners face.

In rolling out the GEEP 2.0 
loans, special accounts will 
be opened for all beneficia-
ries for the disbursement of 
the loan and all beneficiaries 
are expected to complete 

Access Bank prior to dis-
bursement.

The GEEP 2.0 is a loan 
scheme designed by the Fed-
eral Government to provide 
financial inclusion and give 
credit access to poor and vul-
nerable individuals, includ-
ing Persons With Disability 
and persons at the bottom of 
the economic pyramid who 
are engaged in small scale 
commercial activities under 
its three flagship schemes: 
MarketMoni, TraderMoni 
and FarmerMoni.

Tradermoni targets up-
lifting under-privileged 
and marginalized youths 

aged between 18-40 years in 
Nigeria by providing them 
with loans of N50,000 while 
MarketMoni targets under-
privileged and marginalized 
women aged between 18-55 
years like Widows, divorcees 
amongst other vulnerable 
groups. They get non inter-
est loans of N50,000 payable 
within 6-9 months.

FarmerMoni is for Ni-
gerian farmers aged be-
tween 18-55 years in rural 
areas that operate in the 
agricultural space. They are 
provided with loans of up 
to N300,000 for gainful ag-
ricultural production and 

value addition activities. 
This scheme has 12 months 
including 3 months morato-
rium and 9 months repay-
ment period.

Access Bank offers vari-
ous SMEs  digitilised  solu-
tions to cater  the vast ma-
jority of MSMEs.  Some of 
these innovations include 
online account opening 
platform for businesses, dig-
ital lending platform, Digital 
payment solution platform 
(Swiftpay), Access to market 
(Discounted Website), and 
our capacity-building pro-
grammes.

D r. Ajoritsedere Awosi-
ka, MFR, mni, is a 
Nigerian business-
woman who is the the 

chairman of Access Bank Plc. 
Prior to this appointment, she 
was Permanent Secretary in the 
Federal Ministries of Internal Af-
fiars, Science & Technology and 
Power at different periods. She 
is an alumnus of the University 
of Bradford where she holds a 
Doctorate in Pharmaceutical 
Technology. In this interview, 
she speaks on the need for 
women to do better in politics 
considering their capacity and 
population.

What can you say about 
Women in politics in Nigeria, 
do you think they are doing 
well?

If I follow the theme for the 
Vanguard International Wom-
en’s Day, Walk the Talk, and  
then  follow the theme for the 
2022 International Women’s 
Day: Break the Bias, I would 
say we have done a bit, at least 
women are there. Women are in 
the Senate, they are in the House 
of Representatives, they are in 
party politics  itself as Women 
leaders represented in every 
party and then, women are 
holding a lot of appointments 
as federal ministers, commis-
sioners and a few deputy gov-
ernors are women, so that bias 
has been broken to a certain 
percentage and have proven 
themselves. The question is, are 
we doing well enough? No, we 
could do better considering the 
population of women that have 
the capacity to do this.

What do you think is lim-
iting our chances of doing 
better?

I think the political terrain in 
Nigeria is still growing in itself, 
the structure and systems are 
weak and it is not completely 
merit-based yet so when it be-
comes merit-based, it will be 
easy for women to just fit in but 
the struggle that is attached to 
the weak structure and system, 
makes it difficult for women to 
adapt to those structures and 
some of the practices that are 
involved currently. So I think 
those things are what discour-
age women because the ob-
stacles are so high and to sur-
mount them, one needs a lot of 

finances which women do not 
have, and those are the issues.

What more do you think 
can be put in place to boost 
the morale of women?

To continue to push; if you 
want to do politics, go out there 
and try, break the bias against 
the struggles. We have a struggle  
to put in merit beyond money. 
So one of the things that could 
be done is  to support the wom-
en leaders already in the par-
ties so that they can be   strong 
enough to have a voice within 
the party because you need a  
platform to be  able to run for a 
political office. 

The challenge is that wom-
en are left alone to do things 
on their own and it should not 
be so, we should put all our 
strength behind the women 
leaders so that the parties 
will know they cannot ignore 
women. 

Let us try and strengthen the 
women leaders in the various 
parties and give  them a voice; 
let us also communicate bet-
ter, promote merit in women 
to have  ability and capacity to 
change certain dimensions in 
our economy, education, health 
among others. Having this con-
structive approach to putting 
out your first eleven, capacities 
and competencies for the avail-
able positions like the men do 
and so we too should do the 
same and I am sure we will get 
a lot of men to support women 
as well.

Does the government 
have a role to play in bring-
ing women to limelight in 
politics?

It depends on what you 
mean by ‘government’; if you 
mean the legislative arm of gov-
ernment, I will say, yes, because  
the legislative arm of govern-
ment can promote women in 
the rule of law in such a way 
that it is not giving complete 
advantage to anybody but to be 
able to have equity. Equity is im-
portant in building up a nation; 
you need all your best hands on 
the platform to be able to get the 
best for the nation so it is not 
really about womanhood, but 
about bringing out your best to 
be able to get the nation to grow. 
We need to have equity and it 
is something that comes with 

justice that brings 
peace, and peace 
brings progress so 
it is a sequential 
approach to let 
equity be primary 
in the hearts of ev-
eryone whether the 
legislative, judiciary 
or executive arm of 
government; with 
equity, you go far 
in being able to get 
a developed nation.

We recently 
witnessed how 
the demands of 
women were shut 
down at the Sen-
ate. What do you think about 
that?

I have to be very honest that 
I do not know what work we 
did behind the scene; politics 
is mostly behind the scene, you 
need to get your agreements be-
hind the scene, and we needed 
to have our arguments and talks 
with the legislators behind the 
scene to ensure that when we 
come out, it will be a ‘yea yea’ 
issue. We came out, they shut 
it down, that was not good 
enough, that was ‘disrespect’ 
but we need to know the details 
of it for I do not know. I am actu-
ally on the lookout for someone 
to tell me what went on behind 
the scene, what was agreed, and 
why that shut down happened.

What advice do you have 
for Nigerian women?

As I earlier said, support the 
women in the party platforms, 
make them strong, give them a 
voice and then support them at 
state and local government lev-
els but most importantly, carry 
women along in all the wards 
of the federation which means 
we have work to do. In every po-
litical ward, there is a woman 
leader, that woman leader rep-
resents the socio-economic de-
velopment of that ward; imag-
ine if we begin to make impact 
with those women, bring those 
9,556 women into focus and 
begin to educate them if they 
are illiterates, support them 
if they are weak, and begin to 
give them the right perspective 
to grow, for knowledge is power; 
we give them knowledge and 
they have the power and begin 
to grasp it from the ward level 

and they become very strong 
at local government level, state 
level then, the national level will 
be strong as well.

In this part of the world, 
culture still poses a barrier 
and in most cases, it hits hard 
on women both in and out of 
the home. How can this be ad-
dressed with regard to men?

It is a mindset to me, our 
culture is very good in whatever 
part of the country thankfully, 
I have worked in every part of 
the nation and I have not seen 
a bad culture, I know that the 
only culture that in some ar-
eas,  women have a channel 
of speaking because they have 
a voice, even the women that 
make so much noise  that are 
supposed to be civilized, are not 
as strong as those women. 

Women in the rural areas 
have a way of communicating 
what they want and they get 
it when they communicate it. 
When I was in charge of im-
munisation, I went round the 
country and I used the women 
in the political wards, particu-
larly in areas I sense rejection 
and they in turn talk to their 
men and get what they want. 

We should continue to use 
that strength; women have posi-
tive strength and this strength 
exists within the culture, that is 
why we are called ’mothers in 
the house’ and we fix the house. 
The woman also pays the piper 
and dictates the tune so we 
should be able to use wisdom, 
which is the principal thing, and 
we should go about what we do 
with wisdom, respectability and 
honour.

The Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Access Bank Plc, 
Dr. Herbert Wigwe, has 
explained that the need 

to reposition the bank for global 
relevance informed its change 
to holding company structure.

This comes at the backdrop 
of the shareholders’ approval 
of the  change in the Board of 
Directors in furtherance to the 
completion of the Scheme of 
Arrangement between the bank 
and holders of its fully paid or-
dinary shares of 50 kobo each 
resulting in the listing of Access 
Holdings Plc and related compa-
nies on the Nigerian Exchange 
Limited, NGX Limited.

Speaking at a media parley 
yesterday in Lagos, Wigwe said: 
“First of all the Banking Act has 
established the fact that you 
rather be a bank place or you 
could simply choose a narrow 
licence. So in the past under 
Sanusi Lamido Sanusi as the 
Central Bank governor, we 
have chosen to pursue a nar-
row licence with Access Bank 
Plc, just a traditional aspect of 
the business. Now when 
we finished our five years 
plan we told ourselves 
that we wanted to create 
a different type of institu-
tion, we wanted to create 
an institution that gives 
premium position in an 
ecosystem that will be 
connected globally and 
all of that. Therefore the 
narrow licence could no 
longer be enough and 
sufficient. So we began 
another five years plan 
that culminated where 
we are to basically es-

tablish a holding company for 
this purpose”.

Continuing, he said: “Now 
the existing shareholders of Ac-
cess Bank were people we mi-
grated to the holding company. 
Now we obviously had to delist 
the traditional bank from NGX 
and put it on the OTC platform 
where Access Holding PLC is the 
sole shareholders.

“The answer is we are cre-
ating a big business institution 
and there is no reason why, per-
haps  in the next 15 years, when 
you are counting some of the top 
five African indigenous banks 
Access Bank will not be there”.

Meanwhile, the 2021 full 
year results of the bank  record-
ed gross earnings of N971.9 bil-
lion, representing an increase of 
27 per cent over N764.7 billion 
posted in the financial year 2020. 
Profit Before Tax (PBT) for the pe-
riod rose by 40 per cent Year on 
Year, y/y to N176.7billion from 
N125.9billion in 2020. Profit Af-
ter Tax (PAT) also grew by 51 per 
cent y/y to N160.2billion from 
N106.0 billion in 2020.

physical enumeration at their 
various local government and  
an account opening form of 
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A
s a precon-
dition for 
submitting 
their ex-
pression of  

interest and nomination 
forms, presidential aspi-
rants on the platform of  
the ruling All Progres-
sives Congress are to 
submit with the forms 
the signatures of  10 stat-
utory delegates from 
each state and the Fed-
eral Capital Territory.

One of  our corre-
spondents, who sighted 
the forms, observed 
that each aspirant was 
required to get the sig-
natures of  370 statutory delegates, covering the 36 states of  
the federation and the FCT. As of  Saturday afternoon, about 
17 aspirants had obtained the N100m forms, but it could not 
be ascertained how many of  them had submitted the forms.

The party in the guidelines and timetables released by its Na-
tional Organising Secretary, Sulaiman Argungu, fixed Tuesday 
as the last day for the submission of  the forms.

The party had come under criticism for the Form 18 ‘Let-
ter of  Withdrawal’ attached to the forms. The aspirants were 
expected to sign the letter and submit it with their forms and 
other documents.

The letter, which must be signed before a commissioner for 
oaths/ notary public before submission, read in part, “I hereby 
voluntarily withdraw my candidacy from the contest. My with-
drawal is in the best interest of  our great party, the All Progres-
sives Congress.”

Some of  the aspirants were said to be uncomfortable with 
the letter as they perceive it as a move to impose a consensus 
candidate on them.

Findings by Sunday PUNCH revealed that getting the statu-
tory delegates’ signatures and the letter of  withdrawal were 
some of  the reasons a number of  the aspirants had yet to submit 
their forms. The statutory delegates include the President and 
his deputy, serving governors and ex-governors, state executive 
council members, National Executive Committee and National 
Working Committee members, as well as all former national 
officers of  the party, among others.

Meanwhile, members of  the National Assembly across po-

litical parties and regions have asked the ruling APC and the 
opposition Peoples Democratic Party to jettison the idea of  not 
fielding southern presidential candidates for the 2023 general 
elections.

The lawmakers predicted dire consequences for the country 
should power be retained in the North beyond next year. Neither 
the APC nor the PDP has zoned its presidential ticket to the 
South, though some northern aspirants in the major parties 
are already campaigning for the presidency.

It’s better for APC to lose with southern candidate – 
Ndume

A ranking member of  the Senate, Ali Ndume (APC, Borno), 
told one of  our correspondents that it would be unfair for the 
South not to assume power in 2023.

Ndume, who is leading the Minister of  Transportation, 
Rotimi Amaechi’s presidential campaign, said, “So, an agree-
ment, whether written or unwritten, is an agreement and equal 
rights and justice are famous in every religion. The fear, as they 
are claiming now, is that if  the PDP fields a northern candidate, 
then the APC’s chance of  winning is doubtful.

“They have forgotten that a southerner (Jonathan) in 2011 
contested against a very popular northerner (Buhari) and he 
lost. To me, it is better to lose honourably than to win dishon-
ourably.”

Shunning South in 2023 may end PDP – Senator
Another senator, Chukwuka Utazi (PDP, Enugu), noted that 

though power rotation and zoning were not captured 
in the 1999 Constitution (as amended), the law could 
not contain all the issues affecting a people.

When asked what would happen if  the PDP jettisons 
power shift to the South, Utazi said, “It will be too bad. 
That is not good for the PDP. I know the party is grap-
pling with the problem of  not having an authority over 
the college of  governors that we have presently. That 
is a challenge; if  they manage it very well, it will be 
okay for them. If  they don’t, that will signal the end of  
the PDP as a party.”

‘It’ll spell doom for APC if  power remains in 
the North’

On what the APC stands to lose by dumping power 
rotation, a member of  the House of  Representatives, 
Rotimi Agunsoye (APC, Lagos), said, “I cannot say 
anything for now on that. I am a party man and I have 
leaders in the South here that we listen to. What is fair 
is fair. That will spell doom for the party.”

Another member of  the House, Babajimi Benson (APC, La-
gos), urged “the APC and the PDP to zone the presidency to the 
South as we have competent, capable and accomplished people 
in the South who can keep the flag flying.”

He stated, “Anything short of  that, we will be sitting on is-
sues that will be a Trojan horse that we don’t know where it 
will carry us to.

“Nigeria is sitting on a keg of  gunpowder right now, so you 
must zone the presidency to the South, either to the South-South, 
South-West or the South-East. They should compete and present 
one candidate that everybody will support.”

Another member of  the House, Dagomie Abiante (PDP, Riv-
ers), said there was the need for fairness, equity and justice, 
adding that where a president comes from does not automati-
cally translate to development of  his region.

“Today, we have a Buhari presidency of  northern extraction. 
How well has he performed in the area of  security? How many 
villages in the North can the people sleep with their two eyes 
closed?” he queried.

The leader of  the South-West caucus in the House, Olufemi 
Fakeye (APC, Osun), said lawmakers from the geopolitical zone 
would meet and take a position on zoning.

Another ranking member of  the caucus, who spoke on condi-
tion of  anonymity, said it would be fair for power to shift to the 
South, noting, “I was not privy to any gentleman's agreement 
(on zoning), but I know it makes sense for it to go back and forth 
– North and South – for balance.” 

370 statutory delegates must sign your forms, 
APC tells Osinbajo, Tinubu, Amaechi, others

•mr. wigwe

A 
former member of  the 
House of  Representatives, 
Abdulmumin Jibrin Kofa 
has announced his decision 
to leave the All Progressives 

Congress (APC).
Jibrin announced this in a terse post 

on his official social media platforms on 
Saturday evening.

The National Chairman of  the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) Prof. Iyorchia 
Ayu has stated that Governor Aminu 
Tambuwal would have been the unani-
mous presidential choice of  the party but 
for the fact that delegates have to pick the 
flag bearer.

He spoke on Friday when the Sokoto 
Governor led his campaign organisation 
to meet the National Working Commit-
tee (NWC) of  the PDP at its Wadata Plaza 
premises in Abuja.

He described the Governor as one of  
the eminently qualified aspirants lined 
up for presidential primary election by 
the party.

According to Ayu “You’re one of  those 
who are very, very well prepared with 
your experience in both legislative and 
the executive arm of  government.”

He also referred to his legal back-
ground as a qualifier, stressing if  he is 
elected to fly the party’s flag, he “will actu-
ally run the country with the fear of  God 
and the rule of  law.”

The Chairman, while expressing grati-

tude to the Governor for his efforts and 
contributions to the party at various lev-
els over the years, recalled “you midwifed 
the emergence of  this NWC. We are your 
babies. [But] we have 
grown up now to be 
your (parents).”

According to him, 
Tambuwal is very 
familiar with many 
members of  the 
NWC. “I just hope 
that they will not be 
biased in your favor. 
There are too many 
members on your 
constituency, includ-
ing the Secretary 
and my humble self, 
who are all members 
of  the National As-
sembly,” Ayu said.

He however stated: “We as a National 
Working Committee, in spite of  the pres-
sure on most of  us, we are working around 
the clock to make sure that we provide a 
strong platform, provide not just a level 
playing field but transparently follow 
the tradition of  the People’s Democratic 
Party. We’ve never had a controversial 
convention and we’re trying our best to 
follow the footsteps of  previous admin-
istration.

“Rest assured that come 28th of  this 
month, we shall all gather in a place in 

Nigeria and give you the necessary atmo-
sphere to present yourself  to the party 
delegates and your votes, the votes will 
be counted very openly as we always do 

and at the end of  
the day, if  it’s the 
will of  God and the 
delegates that it is 
you that emerges, 
we will also be sure 
that the party will 
be in a very safe 
hand.

“We will not only 
campaign vigor-
ously for the can-
didate of  the PDP 
but everything will 
be done to make 
sure that the party 
returns to power 
come February 

2023.”
Tambuwal, who enumerated his cre-

dentials as numero uno in the lower leg-
islative chamber, his membership of  the 
Body of  Benchers and two- term Gover-
nor of  Sokoto, expressed his readiness to 
govern if  elected by the delegates.

He further expressed confidence that 
he foots the bill to bear the party’s flag 
as he is a bridge builder “that Nigerians 
need as for today.

“A bridge between the old and the 
young; and the bridge that will now con-

tinue to reconnect every part of  this coun-
try. I believe I have all of  those qualities,” 
he added.

PFN condemns high cost of  party 
nomination forms

The Pentecostal Fellowship of  Nigeria 
has decried the high cost of  expression of  
interest and nomination forms by the two 
main political parties ahead of  the 2023 
general elections.

The body said it made no sense for the 
parties to peg the presidential forms at 
between N41m and N100m.

The National President, PFN, Bishop 
Wale Oke, stated this while briefing jour-
nalists shortly after the inauguration of  
the fellowship's South-South Zonal Ex-
ecutive Council in Port Harcourt, Rivers 
State, on Friday.

Oke, who was represented at the event 
by PFN's National Secretary-General, Rev 
Cosmos Ilechukwu, said members of  the 
church must be awake and get involved 
in politics by voting and being voted for.

He said the inauguration was impera-
tive to drive the 10-point agenda of  the 
PFN leadership, including the directorate 
of  politics and governance, as well as to 
drive evangelism.

Oke stated, "The body of  Jesus Christ 
should be involved in politics and help to 
determine who becomes the leader of  this 
country. Not just to vote, but to be among 
the delegates, who will vote and be voted 
for.

Tambuwal ready, experienced to lead Nigeria, says Ayu

•TinUBU•oSinBaJo •amaeCHi



5 monday, may 9, 2022 •daily global•ADVERT

MR. ODITA SUNDAY-UDEMAGUNA



6 monday, may 9, 2022 •daily global•ADVERT



7 monday, may 9, 2022 •daily global•ADVERT



8 monday, may 9, 2022 •daily global•ADVERT



9 monday, may 9, 2022 •daily global•ADVERT



10 monday, may 9, 2022 •daily global•buSInESS



11 monday, may 9, 2022 •daily global•



12 monday, may 9, 2022 •daily global•

globalNEWS

For the second time with-
in two weeks, the House 
of  Representatives will 
on Monday hold an 

emergency session, less than 
one week after it adjourned 
plenary till May 24, 2022.

Clerk of  the House, Dr Ya-
haya Danzaria, in a notice 
issued on Saturday, said the 
emergency session was to dis-
cuss “critical issues of  national 
importance.”

Neither the Senate nor the 

House holds plenary on Mon-
day. The chambers sit on Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday.

Our correspondent, howev-
er, reports that electioneering 
has crippled legislative activi-
ties in the National Assembly, 
with several members absent 
from plenary and committee 
hearings in both the Senate 
and the House.

The Chairman of  the House 
Committee on Media and Pub-
lic Affairs, Benjamin Kalu, 

said lawmakers were allowed 
to participate in political party 
primaries ahead of  the 2023 
general elections, beginning 
from this week.

Speaking on Thursday, Kalu 
said, “As you know, we have 
adjourned because of  the po-
litical activities going on at the 
moment in the various political 
parties as allowed by the Elec-
toral Act that we just passed. 
The timetable mandates the 
political parties to act within 

Bandits kill 56 in Zamfara 
communities

I can solve Nigeria's security challenges within a short time – Hayatuddeen 

It´s baffling APC aspirants want to consolidate 
Buhari's legacy –Wike

Bandits have attacked 
two villages in the 
Bakura Local Gov-
ernment Area of  

Zamfara State, Killing at 
least 56 people with several 
others injured.

Speaking to Sunday 
PUNCH on phone, a resident 
of  the area, Samaila Moham-
med, said the bandits, who 
were on motorcycles and car-
rying sophisticated weapons, 
invaded Sabon-garin Damri 
and Kalahe villages on Fri-
day, opening fire on everyone 
on sight.

Mohammed said, "The 
bandits, who were riding 
over 100 motorcycles with 
each motorcycle carrying 
three persons, attacked 
our village Sabon-garin 
Damri immediately af-
ter the Friday prayers 
and started shooting spo-
radically, killing many 
people."

He said the bandits 
also moved to Kalahe vil-
lage where they launched 
another attack, killing 
many people.

According to him, 56 dead 
bodies were recovered from 
Sabon-garin Damri and Ka-
lahe villages on Saturday 
after the attack.

"We have counted 56 dead 
bodies today (Saturday) and 
there are several others who 
sustained severe injuries."

Mohammed added that 
the bandits also carted away 
foodstuffs and many domes-
tic animals.

Frantic efforts were made 
to get comments from the 
spokesperson for the state 
police command, SP Moham-
med Shehu, but his phone 
numbers did not connect.

Electioneering cripples NASS, Reps hold emergency session Monday

A presidential aspi-
rant on the plat-
form of  the Peoples 
Democratic Party, 

Hayatuddeen Mustapha, has 
stated that he has the capac-
ity to solve the security chal-
lenges bedeviling the country 
within a short time if  elected 
President.

Mustapha, who stated this 
during a meeting with PDP 
stakeholders from Bauchi 
and Yobe states at the Com-
mand Guest Inn Bauchi 
ahead of  the party's primary 
election, added that all other 
challenges confronting the 
country, including unemploy-
ment, poverty, will also be re-
solved without delay.

According to him, if  the 

PDP would give him the tick-
et, he would defeat the ruling 
All Progressives Congress at 
the poll because he had the 
capacity.

Mustapha promised that if  
elected as the next Nigerian 
President, he would work 
towards addressing chal-
lenges of  security, economy 
and other sectors of  national 
economy.

He said, "I am here in Bau-
chi for a national campaign 
tour to seek the support of  
delegates of  Bauchi, Yobe and 
Gombe states and the essence 
is that as PDP presidential as-
pirant, there is a need for me 
to have an interaction with 
them and to tell them that I 
have the credentials to be able 

to run for president and win.
"Nigerians should expect 

me to resolve very quickly, 
the huge national security 
problems that are confront-
ing the coun-
try, revive 
the dysfunc-
tional econo-
my and to do 
the needful 
to reduce un-
employment 
rate and 
e r a d i c a t e 
poverty."

He de-
scribed his 
engagement 
with the PDP 
delegates in 
all the states 

he had so far visited as fruit-
ful. He promised to make a 
huge difference for the ad-
vancement of  the country if  
given the opportunity.

Rivers State Governor, Nyesom 
Wike, has wondered what 
good works the President, 
Major General Muhammadu 

Buhari (rted.), has done that presi-
dential aspirants of  the All Progres-
sives Congress are promising to con-
solidate.

Wike, a Peoples Democratic Party 
presidential aspirant, said Nigerians 
were under the yoke of  APC malad-
ministration with intractable inse-
curity situation that has crippled the 
economy and increased hunger.

Speaking in Yenagoa, the capital 
of  Bayelsa State on Friday when he 
met with Governor Douye Diri at the 
Government House, Wike said God 
and Nigerians would forbid such suc-
cessor to emerge, because the country 
must be freed from the festering inse-
curity, hunger, poverty and dwindling 
economic fortunes of  Nigeria and its 
people.

This was contained in a statement 
issued by Kelvin Ebiri, media aide to 
the governor and made available to 
newsmen in Port Harcourt.

Wike said, “It is most unfortunate 
when I hear people declaring (inten-
tion to be president) under APC and 
saying they want to continue the good 
job of  Mr President – the good job of  
people dying every day, the good job 
of  naira falling every day.

"I feel so ashamed that we have got 
to the level of  sycophancy where peo-
ple will come and say I want to con-
tinue the good job of  Buhari. What 
is the good job of  Buhari –  hunger, 
poverty, insecurity, economy falling?

"I can't believe that somebody will 
come out in today's Nigeria and say 
I want to continue where Mr Buhari 
has stopped. May God never allowed 
that evil to continue."

Wike described himself  as the 
most courageous leader who could 
lead Nigeria out of  its present woes.

He urged his Bayelsa State coun-
terpart to support his presidential 
bid, saying he was contesting on be-
half  of  the two sister states.

In his response, Diri described 
Wike as a homegrown politician 
who understood the contending is-
sues both in the South-South region, 
pledging that he would support his 
ambition.

Diri said, "You could have as well 
say this is our state, I don't need to 

a specific timeframe so as to 
be in compliance with that 
enactment.

“It presupposes that mem-
bers of  the of  the parliament, 
who are also active partici-
pants in the current electoral 
programme, would be given 
sufficient time to ensure 
that they are not disenfran-
chised, either by showcasing 
themselves to the electorate 
and getting them to fill the 
necessary forms, which are 
the plenary stages of  what-
ever they want to become, or 
supporting the candidates of  
their choice.

“So, it is time to sit more 
in our constituencies at least 
for a week or so and be back. 

So, we would be back on the 
24th of  May to look at other 
pertinent national issues.”

Meanwhile, Nigeria will be 
hosting speakers and heads 
of  parliaments from across 
Africa from Monday at a 
three-day event.

 Gbajabiamila will be host-
ing his counterparts in other 
African countries at the 1st 
Conference of  Speakers and 
Heads of  African Parlia-
ments, which was inspired 
by the Speaker of  the House, 
Femi Gbajabiamila.

The National Assembly 
had appropriated N150m for 
the maiden edition of  the 
CoSaP conference in the 2022 
Appropriation Act.

come and campaign in Bayelsa; 
I don't even need to come and 
see the delegates in Bayelsa, 
my brother governor is there, 
he will do it for me. And if  you 
had called me on phone, I would 
have said, ‘Don't come, stay back 
in Port Harcourt, we will do it 
for you.”

 
Petrol tanker tumbles, 

spills contents, crushes girl 
in Rivers

Tragedy struck at the Obiri-
Kwere flyover, on the out-
skirts of  Port Harcourt 

when a petrol tanker fell, spilled 
its content and killed a young 
girl.

The tanker emptied its con-
tent on the road, causing heavy 
traffic and forced motorist to 
divert too other routes on Friday.

It was gathered that the in-
cident attracted residents and 
passers-by to the scene, as tears 
flowed freely.

An eyewitness, who preferred 
anonymity, told our correspon-
dent that the truck cut off  and 
one of  its parts hit the girl, who 
jump out of  a tricycle she was in.

"I was at home when suddenly 
we saw a trailer making noise. 
The body of  the trailer was sepa-
rated from the head.

"So, the girl felt that the head 
of  the trailer was going to hit 
the tricycle she was in, so she 
jumped out and the body of  the 
trailer fall on her.

"The trailer driver ran away 
from the scene initially but later 
returned."

It was gathered that the body 
of  the girl was by the police to 
the University of  Port Harcourt 
Teaching Hospital.

When contacted, acting 
spokesperson for the state police 
command, Grace Iringe-Koko, 
said she had yet to get report of  
the incident.

"I'm not aware of  it, but I will 
find out from the DPO of  that area 
and get back to you," she said.

However, the Head of  Opera-
tions, Federal Road Safety Com-
mission, Rivers State Command, 
Chukwuma Mbaegbu, confirmed 
the incident to our correspondent 
on the telephone.

"Yes, we are aware; our men 
went there for rescue and to con-
trol the traffic. The girl was afraid 
when the tanker lost control. It 
is very unfortunate,” Mbaegbu 
stated.

I formerly known as 
ANIOJOAMI PROSPER 
MADUKAAKU now wish 
to be known and addressed 
as ANI PROSPER 
MADUKAAKU

ChANgE OF NAME
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I pulled out of PDP primary because the umpire had 
already told us the result before election – Ogunbiyi
Looking back at the PDP gover-

norship primary in 2018, how did 
you lose the party's ticket?

The year 2018 was actually the 
year I practically came into politics and 
so many things happened. Before I ven-
tured into the Osun governorship quest, 
I consulted widely. I consulted people like 
(Uche) Secondus, who was the then national 
chairman of  the party. I had a discussion 
with him and he gave me assurances that 
they did not have a candidate and I asked 
him, ‘If  you do not have a candidate what 
about Ademola Adeleke’? He said Ademola 
(Adeleke) would not disturb me. My mentor 
and father in the person of  General Aliyu 
Gusau also had a meeting with Secondus 
and I and he (Secondus) still said that if  I 
had the resources, I should go and use them 
in Osun. I asked Secondus again, ‘What 
about the arrangement you have with Ade-
mola Adeleke’? He said I should forget about 
Adeleke. So, we started and I had good ac-
ceptance with Osun citizens; we went round 
all the nooks and crannies. I popularised the 
PDP; I spent a lot of  resources and truly the 
APC knew that someone had come on the 
platform of  the PDP.

We were going on and we started with 
27 aspirants and from 27, some dropped off  
and we had 11 aspirants left. As we got clos-
er to the election time, six of  the aspirants 
stepped down for me and three days to the 
primary election, we had a meeting at Dr 
Olu Alabi's place, where all the delegates 
adopted me as the consensus candidate and 
that means the primary election would be 
between Ademola Adeleke and I. Before that 
time, I had the hint that they were going on 
with their plans to give the ticket to Senator 
Ademola Adeleke, but I was not touched at 
all because I knew I had got enough number 
that would fetch me the ticket and so, we 
went into the primary election.

The first thing that shocked me was 
when former Bayelsa State governor, (Se-
riake) Dickson came with 245 policemen, 
who were armed. I asked him what was go-
ing on. I asked if  there was going to be a war 
or something. He replied, ‘My brother don't 
worry, we are all for you’. All of  a sudden, 
I spotted my very good friend, the former 
governor of  Niger State, Aliyu Babangida, 
and he asked me, ‘Is it your own Akin Ogun-
biyi that is contesting’? and I said yes. He 
looked at me and said, ‘Wahala dey o’. He 
ran to meet Dickson, but I don't know what 
they discussed.

When all the delegates were admitted 
into the venue, they said the aspirants 
should be coming out to address them. 
When it was my turn, everybody in the 
hall rose for me in acceptance and Dickson 
said, ‘Wahala dey o, we won't be able to do 
this job’. I went to him and I said I know you 
came to do a job for Ademola Adeleke, it will 
be ideal for you to follow your conscience, 
don't follow any other instruction. We cast 
our votes and I had 1,859 votes. During sort-
ing and counting, the next thing was that 
they switched off  the light and they packed 
my votes into Ademola Adeleke's box. Then 
they said they should recount. People there 
said recount Dr Ogunbiyi own too, but they 
said no they won't recount my own votes. So, 
after they had packed my votes, they now 
recounted Ademola's own. The long and 
short of  it was that they stole the primary 
from me.

What happened after the primary?

that the entire world knew that the pri-
mary was stolen from me.

After the primary, the party still 
struggled with lots of crises. What was 
your involvement?

Well, unfortunately for PDP in Osun, 
with the then collaboration of  National 
Working Committee led by Secondus, I 
was the one targeted; they wanted to get 
rid of  me and they accused Adagunodo, 
who was then the Chairman of  the Osun 
PDP, of  stealing money and all kinds of  
fake petitions were written against him. 
He was suspended, believing that once 
Adagunodo was removed, I won't have 
relevance in the party again, but as God 
would have it, I stood with him and I 
made resources available to him. All the 
contacts that I have, I made them available 
to him to be able to stand firm against (Dr) 
Deji Adeleke, because he (Adagunodo) 
was unjustly removed. He had the backing 
of  our people and we were giving elders 
and BOT members of  our party feedback 
about our activities.

That was what I was doing for the past 
two years. I positioned myself  waiting for 
the new National Working Committee of  
the party, because I had good information 
that Secondus would not complete his ten-
ure. I was doing that until Secondus was 
removed as predicted and a new National 
Working Committee came in. But if  you 
ask me, unfortunately, this National Work-
ing Committee of  the PDP is worse than 
that of  Secondus, because I have a benefit 
of  asking distinguished Senator (Iyorchia) 
Ayu if  he was an appendage of  Secondus 
or continuation of  the Secondus era. But 
I am not surprised because if  you put up 
somebody who has been in the cooler for 
the past 16 years, he didn't contest, he 
didn't spend a dime, and you made him 
the national chairman, maybe he was in 
a hurry to make money. I have it on good 
authority and I confronted him that Deji 
Adeleke made a substantial amount of  
money available to them to support Ade-
mola Adeleke's candidature. I hate to dis-
cuss the PDP at this moment but you are 
asking questions.

We went for screening; the screening 
committee got petitions against Ade-
mola Adeleke. They set up a screening 
appeal committee; they got five petitions 
against him and the appeals committee 
said in writing, ‘Please ensure that you 
cross check the credentials of  Ademola 
Adeleke, that there is so much complic-
ity inside it’. That was what the appeals 
committee wrote and Senator Ayu, in his 
wisdom, ignored that and said that he 
wasn't going to disqualify anybody. We 
all had a meeting with him and we told 
him the truth. I told him point blank that 
leadership was about good results and I 
said in your case, the number of  elections 
that you won was what they would judge 
you with.

What about the acceptance issue if  you 
are insisting on Ademola Adeleke? The 
entire Nigeria knew that this guy sitting 
beside you has a lot of  baggage and a lot 
of  cases on his neck. So, how do you want 
to deal with the perception issue and he 
(Ayu) retorted and said what was in Osun? 
What about Osun, what about Ekiti, did 

As if  that wasn't enough, I got a call by 
3am on Sunday from Secondus telling me 
to come and see him in Abuja and I replied 
that I was in Osun and there was no flight 
and that I would come on Monday. I went on 
Monday and I got to his house, he took me to 
his inner chamber and I met the then NOS 
(National Organising Secretary) Colonel 
Akobondo (retd.). The two of  them greeted 
me. The next thing he (Secondus) said was, 
‘Dr I am sorry we have to take this thing 
away from you. We instructed them that 
they should give it to Ademola Adeleke’. I 
asked him a simple question, ‘You told me 
that Ademola didn't go to school’, but he 
said because the party didn't have people, 
there was no other person; that was why they 
settled for Ademola.

You are the one who encouraged me to 
go and spend all the resources, so why will 
you take it away from me, why will you deny 
Osun people their rights? He said I shouldn't 
feel bad. I said, ‘I’m sorry, is this how you 
want to rule Nigeria’? The next thing he said 
was, ‘We are begging you. What is education? 
Did Buhari go to school’? When he put that 
question to me, ‘I said no problem, you can 
have your way’. For the first time in my ca-
reer, even in the corporate world, I had never 
been threatened with death but on that day, 
he told me, ‘Dr be careful, because this thing 
can cost you your life’. I am revealing this 
secret for the very first time. I asked, ‘Secon-
dus, has it got to this’? So I left. I said I had 
prepared a petition for the party's electoral 
panel and he said I shouldn't submit it and I 
told him that I would submit it.

When I submitted the petition, we were 
all seated and Secondus came out and sat 
down. Then, I asked a gentleman sitting 
close to me at the PDP office, ‘Is Secondus 
part of  this’? They said yes and I replied that 
it was unfortunate but I just left his house 
where he told me he took the ticket from me. 
How come he is the chairman of  the appeal 
panel? They said that was the rule. I said 
what am I doing, let me go. Then national 
South-West vice chairman, Edward Olafeso, 
was a member of  the panel. I said, ‘Eddy but 
you took my votes, how come you are part 
of  the panel too’? For record purposes, I put 
my petition across, I discussed it and I left. 
So, that was the story of  2018, but I am happy 

Obasanjo win any South-West state before he be-
came the President in 1999? I beg to forget it. That 
was why I had to pull out. But I had to wait until 
the last minute so that the whole world would see 
why I pulled out of  the primary election. So, a day 
to the primary election, around 2pm, I addressed 
a press conference where I said I was pulling out 
of  the PDP primary election, because there was 
no point where the umpire is so biased and he 
has even disclosed to us that he was biased and 
even told us the result of  the election he was going 
to conduct. So there was no point staying back. I 
thank God that I pulled out. I am in Accord Party 
now. The reception has been so great; we got good 
encouragement from every nook and cranny of  
the state.

But no prominent PDP members defected 
with you to the Accord Party till now. Or do 
we have some of them who followed you to your 
new party, who are your foot soldiers?

How did you come to the conclusion that I didn't 
pull a lot of  my people out of  the PDP? That will 
be a wrong conclusion. I tell you, more than 60 per 
cent of  the PDP members have joined us.

But during the struggle between you and 
the Adeleke group, some of your supporters 
felt that you should have accepted the option 
of going for the Senate. Did you get that offer?

Why will I take the option of  the Senate? I am 
not just in politics because I want anything; I want 
to serve my people. If  I am in the Senate, what will 
I be doing? It may interest you that when they took 
that (governorship) ticket away from me, the APC 
came in their numbers. They came to this house, 
offered me money, offered me a position and one 
thing they offered me was the Senate and I said, ‘I 
am sorry, I wanted to serve my people where I will 
make the difference, not where I will be serving 
the entire country’.

I have to start from somewhere, yes and the 
Senate is good enough. I am not underrating it; 
it is a wonderful position to serve but I want to 
serve my people as the governor of  the state. So, 
even when we had conciliation when I was in the 
PDP, they offered me the Senate ticket and I told 
them point blank that the Senate you offered me, 
I am giving it to someone else, though they didn't 
eventually fulfil that promise. They are just full of  
deceit in the PDP. So, I am out of  the place but I am 
a grassroots politician.

What is your relationship with an ex-gover-
nor of Lagos State, Senator Bola Tinunu? Did 
you work for him to destabilise the Osun PDP 
as being insinuated?

Asiwaju Ahmed Tinubu is a complete gentle-
man. He is an achiever and somebody who has 
done so much to project the image of  the Yoruba, 
but I tell you as a businessman, I never had to sit 
down with him to discuss, even my business. He 
is a wonderful man, but to say Asiwaju was the 
one sponsoring me was just political gimmicks, 
because they couldn't get anything to link me with 
him. The woman who actually brought that idea 
(that I was working for Tinubu) came to this house 
to apologise to him after everything was done. She 
said it just occurred to her that let's use this (gim-
mick against him). The fact that they associated 
me with Tinubu does not take away anything from 
me and neither does it take away anything from 
Asiwaju Ahmed Tinubu. He belongs to a different 
party and I belong to the Accord Party, but if  it 
will interest you, our paths have not crossed to the 
point of  sitting down like this. He is 70 and I am in 
my 60s. I have not sat down with Tinubu like this 
to discuss anything and you are going to publish 
this so that he will see it. It is just mere political 
talk to smear me, but we have gone beyond that.

•ogUnBiyi
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Dr. Akin Ogunbiyi is the Accord Party candidate for the July 16 governorship poll in Osun State 
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Airline operators insist on planned flights' 
suspension, Ibom Air backs outFidelity Bank’s Profit Before Tax 

Grows By 35.7% To N38.1bn

Access Bank, others partner firm 
on property sale

Coalition picks N100m APC nomination 
forms for AfDB President, Adesina

T
he Airline Operators of  Nigeria 
on Saturday evening insisted that 
domestic flight operations would 
be suspended on Monday as it ear-
lier announced on Friday despite 

the Federal Government's plea and the deci-
sion by Ibom Air not to partake in the flight 
services withdrawal.

Ibom Air's management announced on 
Saturday that the airline would not join in 
the proposed halt of  domestic flight opera-
tions on Monday despite the exorbitant and 
unsustainable cost of  aviation fuel.

Although the Chief  Executive Officer of  
Ibom Air, Capt. Mfon Udom, was a signatory 
to the letter that announced the decision of  
AON to suspend operations from Monday, 
the airline's management said on Saturday 
that the carrier had financial obligations to 
suppliers, financiers and staff, as these were 
dependent on uninterrupted flow of  revenue 
through service.

But despite Ibom Air's decision, an of-
ficial of  the AON, Ewos Iroro, told our cor-
respondent that the group's position as com-
municated in its letter to the government 
was still in place.

AON’s action is in protest against the 
hike in the price of  aviation fuel, popularly 
called JetA1, from N190 per litre to N700 per 
litre.

"The position of  AON has not changed 
and this was what we communicated in our 
notice on Friday," Iroro stated.

Meanwhile, Ibom Air further explained 
in a statement issued on Saturday that hav-
ing been paid by customers in advance for 
flight bookings, it was bound by contract to 
deliver the services already paid for in order 
to avoid exposing the airline to the risk of  
avoidable litigation.

It said, "Ibom Air acknowledges the exis-
tential threat that these runaway fuel price 
increases pose for the air transport industry 
in Nigeria. We agree that this out-of-control 
situation is simply unsustainable.

"However, every airline has its unique 
business model and pressures. We believe 
that in spite of  the escalating fuel prices, air-
lines volunteering to stop operations would 

rather exacerbate an already bad situation.
"Ibom Air has financial obligations to 

suppliers, financiers and staff, which de-
pend on an uninterrupted flow of  revenue 
to service."

It added, "More importantly is the fact 
that having been paid by customers in ad-
vance for flight bookings we are bound by 
contract to deliver the services already paid 
for, to avoid exposing the airline to the risk 
of  avoidable litigation."

The statement stated that apart from 
the above factors, Ibom Air was currently 
the only airline serving Akwa Ibom State 
directly, and as such any voluntary stoppage 
of  operations would completely cut off  ac-
cess by air into and out of  the state.

Meanwhile, passengers who had already 
booked scheduled flights from Monday are 
currently in a panic mood following the 
declaration by domestic airlines to suspend 
operations on Monday.

 Also, the Federal Government on Sat-
urday appealed to domestic airlines to con-
sider the multiplier effect of  the proposed 
halt in their operations, stressing that ef-
forts were ongoing to address the concerns 
they raised.

A passenger, Adelyne John, who had al-
ready booked flight, told our correspondent 
that, "I booked a return ticket and I'm meant 
to join Air Peace back to Abuja on Monday, 
does the declaration by AON mean that I 
can't return to my base by air on Monday?"

 Another passenger, who simply identi-
fied himself  as Saheed, said, "Something has 
to be done. That announcement has created 
panic among me and my colleagues because 
we've already booked our flights to Lagos 
from Abuja for Tuesday.”

In his reaction to the development, the 
Minister of  Aviation, Hadi Sirika, in a state-
ment by his Special Assistant on Public Af-
fairs, James Odaudu, said, "While the efforts 
to assuage the situation are on, we wish to 
appeal to the airline operators, even in the 
difficult situation, to consider the multiplier 
effect of  shutting down operations, on Nige-
rians and global travellers, in taking their 
business-informed decisions and actions."

L
eading financial institution, Fidel-
ity Bank Plc has announced a 35.7% 
growth in Profit Before Tax (PBT) to 
N38.1bn in the 2021 financial year.

The bank’s recently issued financial 
result shows that Gross Earnings also grew by 
21.6% Year on Year (YoY) and 23.2% Quarter on 
Quarter (QoQ) to N250.8bn driven by a combi-
nation of  60.3% growth in non-interest revenue 
(NIR) and 15.2% increase in interest and similar 
income.

According to the report, growth in NIR re-
flects the significant increase in customer trans-
actions resulting in 84.9% growth in trade in-
come, 48.1% in account maintenance charge, 
and 47.2% increase in digital banking income.

Commenting on the Bank’s impressive per-
formance, MD/CEO, Fidelity Bank Plc Nneka 
Onyeali-Ikpe, noted “We closed the financial 
year with strong double-digit growth in profit 
and across key balance-sheet lines, which re-
flects the disciplined execution of  our strat-
egy and capacity to deliver superior returns to 
shareholders.

“Profit before tax grew by 35.7% to N38.1bn 
from N28.1bn in 2020FY, which translates to an 
increase in RoAE to 12.5% from 10.5% in 2020FY.”

Head Innovation, WEMA Bank, Solomon O. 
Ayodele, 1st Prize Winner, Team Cible D,  Zonal 
Manager Ijebu ode zone, Paul Arotiba at the 
Hackaholics3.0 event which held in Babcock 
University

A
ccess Bank Plc, Fidelity Bank 
Plc and Abbey Mortgage Bank 
are some of  the financial insti-
tutions working with Park101,  a 
luxury water front property in 

Ibeju-Lekki axis, Lagos on structured fund-
ing for property buyers.

Speaking during Park101 Real Estate 
conference in Lagos, Group Chief  Operating 
Officer, Park101, Kayode Adegoye, said the 
financial institutions will be supporting pro-
spective property buyers to secure funding.

He said the banks were waiting to finance 
property purchase for interested buyers.

Adegoye said buyers can go for the cat-
egory of  investment that suit their income.

We are working with a lot of  market pro-
viders that have indicated interest to finance 
buyers. So, funding is not a problem for pro-
spective buyers. We also have vehicles that 
will support those that would want to invest 
in the project. The plan starts from N1 mil-
lion upwards,” he said.

Adegoye added that  activities  are gradu-
ally picking up in the axis, with the planned 
take-off  of   the Dangote Fertiliser Plant, 

Dangote Refinery, and Deep Sea Port,  within 
the Ibeju-Lekki axis.

“We are confident that when these activi-
ties pick up fully, the investment will be a 
good buy for investors,” he said.

“In this estate, there are about 175 units, 
20 builders,  four service buildings, hotel 
and resort as well as a shopping mall,” he 
stated.

Adegoye said  early bird discounts in-
volve three months flexible payment with-
out interest to buyers of  the several proper-
ties on sale.

He said buyers can spread payment over 
a longer period of  time, and enjoy differ-
ent payment plan depending on cashflow 
situation.

He said a group of  people could buy a 
single or multiple units.

“They can spread payment over a longer 
period, divide the unit cost across a group 
of  people buying the unit together and al-
low different payment plan depending on 
cashflow situation,” he said.

A 
coalition of  28 youths, women, 
farmers and persons with dis-
abilities, on Saturday in Abuja, 
obtained copies of  the presidential 
nomination and expression of  in-

terest forms of  the All Progressives Congress 
for the President of  the African Development 
Bank, Dr Akinwumi Adesina.

The coalition, consisting of  Youth Arise 
Movement, Nigerians in Diaspora, One Ni-
geria Group, Prudent Youth Association of  
Nigeria, women groups, farmers, PWDs and 
other civil society groups, raised the N100m 
fee to purchase the forms for the former agric 
minister.

The payment acknowledgement slip spot-
ted by our correspondent on Saturday carried 
Adesina's name as the recipient of  both forms, 
which are due for submission this week.

Speaking shortly after obtaining the forms 
at the International Conference Centre, Abuja, 
the leader of  the Youth Arise Movement, Ade-
mola Babatunde, said “We are 28 groups pre-
cisely that came together after a very serious 
consultation, deliberations on the way forward 
for a better and united Nigeria unanimously 
decided that though the money is outrageous, 
if  we truly want a better future for ourselves 
and our children and our land of  birth and 
soil of  origin,  we must put our resources to-
gether to obtain the forms for Dr Akinwumi 
Adesina.”

Babatunde, who stormed the centre in com-
pany with  the One Nigeria Group leader, Mo-
hammed Saleh, said their move was predicated 
on their desire not to hand over the country to 
mediocres next year.

“If  we fail to support a candidate of  cred-
ible and worthy note, an icon of  unblemished 
integrity as Dr Akinwumi Adesina to come 
on board and contest for the presidential race 
come 2023, we will eventually hand over this 

country to mediocres who will finally destroy 
our commonwealth. 

“This is one of  the supports we are fun-
damentally and passionately determined to 
render for ourselves by putting Akinwumi 
Adesina forward to Nigerians,” he said. 

The YAM leader, who contested for the Pres-
idency in 2019 on the platform of  the Nigeria 
Community Movement Party, pledged that the 
coalition would “mobilise massively in the 
coming days” to reach out to all stakeholders 
and ensure wide-scale support for Adesina.

Recall that the AfDB Chief  visited the Pres-
ident, Major General Muhammadu Buhari 
(retd.), on April 26, 2022 and laid out the bank’s 
plan to hedge Africa’s food supply against the 
impact of  the ongoing Russia-Ukraine conflict.

However, it is uncertain if  Adesina equally 
discussed his presidential ambition with Bu-
hari at the short closed-door session they had 
at the State House, Abuja.  

In a similar development, the #ProjectNi-
geria Group led by Chidi Nwogu, on Satur-
day, submitted filled copies of  the presidential 
expression of  interest and nomination forms 
for Buhari's Minister of  State for Education, 
Chukwuemeka Nwajiuba.

T
he Nigerian Communications 
Commission (NCC), stakeholders 
in the academia, the public sector 
and enthusiasts of  technology for 
development, have deliberated on 

the benefits derivable from emerging tech-
nologies such as Blockchain, to advance the 
growth of  the economy.

At the two-day workshop by the Com-
mission, in collaboration with the Bureau 
of  Public Service Reforms (BPSR), stake-
holders were in agreement that through 
effective implementation of  policies as 
expressed in guidelines, regulations and 
directions driven by the NCC, Blockchain 
could be a bedrock of  economic innovation 
and growth.

The workshop, which took place in 
Abuja and focused on ‘’Distributed Led-
ger Technology (Blockchain) Ecosystem, 
Decentralisation and Adoption Methods’’, 
drew participants from financial institu-
tions, Ministries, Departments and Agen-
cies (MDAs), the academia, the military, and 
paramilitary forces, the Nigerian Cyber-
warfare Command, and the private sector.

The stakeholders, who spoke in 
turn at the workshop, acknowledged 
and profoundly appreciated the role of  
NCC in engendering a dynamic digital 
regulatory environment, the remark-
able contribution to the growth and 
development of  novel and emerging 
technologies, and NCC’s adoption of  
adaptive mechanisms that have en-
hanced emerging technologies in Ni-
geria.

Addressing participants at the event, 
NCC’s Director, New Media and Infor-
mation Security, Dr. Haru Al-Hassan, 
who delivered the opening speech at the 
event, on behalf  of  the Executive Vice 
Chairman of  the Commission, Prof. 
Umar Danbatta, said national digi-
tal economy frameworks such as the 
National Digital Economy Policy and 
Strategy (NDEPS), 2020-2030 instituted 
by the Federal Government as well as 
regulatory initiatives by the Commis-

NCC, stakeholders 
brainstorm on blockchain



Ralf  Rangnick apologised to Manchester United supporters 
after he said his "terrible" side were "humiliated" in the 
4-0 defeat to Brighton.

Brighton thrashed United at the Amex Stadium to ensure the 
visitors will finish the season with their worst points total in the 
Premier League era.

When asked if  the performance was the worst of  his tenure, 
Rangnick told Sky Sports: "Yes, it was from the first to the last 
minute.

"We were second best. We can only apologise to the supporters. 
It was a terrible performance and a humiliating defeat.

"We gave them too much time, too much space. We couldn't 
get into a position to stop them playing through our lines. The 
game plan was completely different. We told the players to be as 
compact as possible and then to release pressure on them. We 
couldn't stop them.

"I don't think the players ignored the game plan but they 
weren't able to stop them. We gave them too much space and time. 
When you give technically good players this space, this is what 
can happen.

"In the second half  we took the risk to bring on Cavani to play 
as a second striker, but in hindsight it was too much of  a risk to 
play in a 4-4-2 against them but we had to change the energy. Today 
we were second best.

"As a team we didn't defend at all. We couldn't stop them."
Manchester United's supporters packed out the away end at 

the Amex but their anger towards the team was easy to hear after 
they side conceded the fourth goal, chanting en masse: "You're not 
fit to wear the shirt."

When asked about the chanting, captain for the day Bruno 
Fernandes agreed with the supporters.

He told Sky Sports: "What we did, and by myself, was not 
enough to be in a Manchester United shirt. I accept that."

Pascal Gross shouldn't be able to take the mickey out of  Man-
chester United.

"He's a fine player don't get me wrong - and one that has thrived 
under Graham Potter - but he's uncapped by his country and most 
Premier League football fans wouldn't notice him if  they walked 
past him in the street. But he plays for a football club with a clear 
identity that thrives as a unit which in turn makes players thrive 
wearing the Brighton colours.

"This brilliant Brighton side are everything this United side are 
not. Well-coached, well-trained, full of  desire, full of  skill and full 
of  confidence in their approach. When their manager talks, they 
probably listen. When Ralf  Rangnick tells his Manchester United 
players what to do, they have a strange habit of  staring into space.

Rangnick apologises for 'terrible' 
United performance as they are 
"humiliated' at Brighton

Man City’s Champions League exit ‘not a failure’, says Guardiola

Todd Boehly: New Chelsea owner attends 
Wolves game after club’s confirmation

"And here Gross was at the Amex toying with Manchester United with his 
side remarkably 4-0 up in a Premier League match. He had already sent Raphael 
Varane - a World Cup and Champions League winner no doubt - out for a hot dog 
with a nice dummy before dinking a finish past David de Gea to make it 3-0. But 
then he engaged ultimate humiliation mode for the visitors, revelling in the "Ole's" 
from the home crowd to produce two Cruyff  turns past Brazilian international 
Fred on the touchline before backheeling a pass through the legs of  Diogo Dalot 
to the utter joy of  a delirious home faithful.

The jersey worn by Argentina football 
legend Diego Maradona during the 
game against England in the 1986 

World Cup, that featured the infamous 
“hand of  God” goal, was auctioned for $9.3 
million, a record for any item of  sports 
memorabilia.

Seven bidders vied for the garment in 
an auction that began April 20 and ended 
Wednesday morning, according to reports.

“This historic shirt is a tangible remind-
er of  an important moment not only in the 
history of  sports, but in the history of  the 
20th century,” Sotheby’s head of  streetwear 
and modern collectibles Brahm Wachter 
said in a statement after the sale.

“This is arguably the most cov-
eted football shirt to ever come to 
auction, and so it is fitting that it 
now holds the auction record for 
any object of  its kind,” he said.

The jersey had been owned by 
opposing midfielder Steve Hodge, 
who swapped his jersey with 
Maradona after England lost 2-1.

Hodge, whose autobiography 
is titled “The man with Mara-
dona’s shirt,” has for the past 20 
years loaned the jersey to be on 
public display at the National 
Football Museum in Manchester.

The quarter-final showdown 
became etched in football lore 
for Maradona’s two goals — one 
notorious and one sublime — 
in Mexico City’s seething Aztec 
Stadium.

The first came shortly after 
half-time when Hodge, on the edge of  the 

England penalty area, intercepted a pass 
and flicked the ball back towards goal.

Maradona, running into the box, rose 
with England’s goalkeeper Peter Shilton 
and punched the ball into the net. He later 
said the goal had been scored “a little with 
the head of  Maradona, a little with the hand 
of  God.”

Manchester City’s 
C h a m p i o n s 
League collapse 

should not be seen as a 
failure, says manager Pep 
Guardiola.

In the second leg of  their 

Todd Boehly who has been 
confirmed as the new owner of  
Chelsea Football Club was in at-
tendance as Chelsea welcomed 
Wolves to Stamford Bridge.

Chelsea confirming the new 
ownership on its website on Satur-
day, wrote “Chelsea Football Club 
can confirm that terms have been 
agreed for a new ownership group, 
led by Todd Boehly, Clearlake Cap-
ital, Mark Walter and Hansjoerg 
Wyss, to acquire the Club.

“Of  the total investment being 
made, £2.5bn will be applied to 
purchase the shares in the Club 

and such proceeds will be depos-
ited into a frozen UK bank account 
with the intention to donate 100% 
to charitable causes as confirmed 
by Roman Abramovich. UK Gov-
ernment approval will be required 
for the proceeds to be transferred 
from the frozen UK bank account.

“In addition, the proposed new 
owners will commit £1.75bn in 
further investment for the benefit 
of  the Club. This includes invest-
ments in Stamford Bridge, the 
Academy, the Women’s Team and 
Kingsmeadow and continued fund-
ing for the Chelsea Foundation.

“The 
s a l e 
is ex-
pected 
to com-
p l e t e 
in late 
M a y 
subject to all necessary regula-
tory approvals. More details will 
be provided at that time.

Boehly replaces Roman 
Abramovich, who was Chelsea’s 
owner for 19 years, following the 
completion of  his £3.5billion take-
over.

semi-final with Real Ma-
drid, City led 5-3 on aggre-
gate in the 90th minute, but 
Real scored twice to force 
extra time.

The hosts then clinched 
a 3-1 win on the night to 

keep Guardiola waiting for 
his first Champions League 
win with City after six years 
at the club.

“If  people say it’s a fail-
ure then I disagree. The 
people in the squad know 

how difficult it is, but they 
accept it,” said the Span-
ish coach, 51.

As a coach, Guardio-
la won the Champions 
League twice with Barce-
lona, in 2009 and 2011.
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“There is a better way to invest in 
Africa for a sustainable future that 

creates value for all."

– Tony Elumelu
N100Monday, May 9, 2022

Maradona’s ‘hand of 
God’ jersey auctioned 
for world record $9.3m


